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Analysis of Learners” Subjectivity in the Information Technology Age:
From Perspective of Philosophy of Technology

DENG Minjie', LI Yi?
(1.Faculty of Education, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang Henan 453007;
2.School of Education Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing Jiangsu 210097)

[Abstract] Subjectivity is the qualitative prescriptive nature of the human being as the subject of
activities. With the continuous development of society, the subjectivity of human beings also changes
gradually. These changes will affect our examination of educational issues in the information technology
age, and can even be regarded as the fundamental to our examination of all educational issues in the
information age. To understand the characteristics of the learning subject (learner) in the information
technology age requires an in —depth analysis of the subjectivity, combined with the achievements of
philosophy of technology. It is understood from the research that the subjectivity of the new generation of
learners has not only a performance status, but more importantly, a developmental process. From the
perspective of status, the understanding of the subjectivity of the new generation of learners can be
referenced to Heidegger’s theory of Zuhandenheit and Vorhandenheit or to what Thde calls the four
relations between man and technology. From the perspective of process, the new generation of learners is
characterized by a subjectivity that is insubstantial, restless and moving towards technological embodiment,
as a result of what Stigler calls "human—technological" structure (mechanism).

[Keywords] Information Technology; New Generation of Learners; Subjectivity; Philosophy of
Technology; Technological Embodiment



